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Section 50: ‘That Thou Art’ -Explanation
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tat-tvam pa-da-bhya-ma-bhi-dhi-ya-ma-na-yoh
brah-mat-ma-noh So-dhi-ta-yor-ya-dit-tham |
Sru-tya ta-yos-tat-tvam-a-si-ti sam-yak
e-ka-tvam-e-va pra-ti-pad-ya-te mu-huh | |

241 & 242: If Sruti in her maxim ‘That thou art’, repeatedly establishes the identity of Brahman and jiva, indicated by
the term ‘That’ (tat) and ‘thou’ (tvam) respectively, then stripping these terms of their relative associations, their
implied but not literal meanings are to be inculcated. For they are of contradictory attributes like the sun and the
glow-worm, the king and the servant, the ocean and the well, mount Meri and the atom.
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aik-yarn ta-yor-lak-si-ta-yor-na vac-ya-yoh
ni-gad-ya-te'n-yon-ya-vi-rud-dha-dhar-mi-noh |
khad-yo-ta-bhan-vo-ri-va ra-ja-bhr-tya-yoh
kti-pam-bu-ras-yoh pa-ra-ma-nu-mer-voh | |

241 & 242: If Sruti in her maxim ‘That thou art’, repeatedly establishes the identity of Brahman and jiva, indicated by
the term ‘That’ (tat) and ‘thou’ (tvam) respectively, then stripping these terms of their relative associations, their
implied but not literal meanings are to be inculcated. For they are of contradictory attributes like the sun and the
glow-worm, the king and the servant, the ocean and the well, mount Meri and the atom.
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ta-yor-vi-ro-dho’-ya-mu-pa-dhi-kal-pi-tah
na vas-ta-vah kas-ci-du-pa-dhi-re-sah |
1-Sas-ya ma-ya ma-ha-da-di-ka-ra-nam
ji-vas-ya kar-yam Sr-nu pafi-ca-ko-Sam | |

243: The difference between them is only created by superimposition and is not real. The conditioning in

the case of Isvara is maya or mahat and so on, and listen, the conditionings in the case of the jiva are the
five sheaths.
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e-ta-vu-pa-dhi pa-ra-ji-va-yos-ta-yoh

sam-yan-ni-ra-se na pa-ro na ji-vah |
raj-yam na-ren-dra-sya bha-tas-ya khe-ta-kah

ta-yo-ra-po-he na bha-to na ra-ja | |

244: These two are superimpositions of Isvara and jiva, but when they are completely eliminated, there
is neither ISvara nor jiva. When the kingdom of the king and the shield of the soldier are taken away,
there can neither be a king nor a soldier.
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a-tha-ta a-de-Sa i-ti Sru-tih sva-yam
ni-se-dha-ti brah-ma-ni kal-pi-tath dva-yam |

Sru-ti-pra-ma-na-nu-gr-hi-ta-bo-dhat

ta-yor-ni-ra-sah ka-ra-ni-ya e-va | |

245: ‘Now is the injunction’ and so on. In these words the scriptures reject the imagined duality in
Brahman. Supported by the authority of the scriptures one must certainly eliminate these two
superimpositions by means of direct Realization.
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ne-dam ne-dam kal-pi-tat-van-na sat-yam

raj-ju-drs-ta-vya-la-vat-svap-na-vac-ca |
it-thamm dr$-yam sa-dhu-yuk-tya vya-po-hya
jiie-yah pas-cad-e-ka-bha-vas-ta-yor-yah | |
246: ‘Neither this (gross) not this (subtle)’ like the snake seen in the rope and like dreams, are not real, being products

of the imagination. By a perfect elimination of the objective world by reasoning, one must realize the oneness
underlying the jiva and I$vara.
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ta-tas-tu tau lak-sa-na-ya su-laks-yau
ta-yor-a-khan-dai-ka-ra-sat-va-sid-dha-ye |
na-lam ja-hat-ya na ta-tha’-ja-hat-ya
kin-tti-bha-yar-that-mi-ka-yai-va bhav-yam | |

247: Therefore, the two terms (Isvara and jiva), should be carefully considered through their indicative meanings in
order to establish their absolute identity. Neither ‘the method of total rejection’, nor ‘the method of complete
retention’ will suffice. One must reason by a combined process of both.
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sa de-va-dat-to’-ya-mi-ti-ha cai-ka-ta
vi-rud-dha-dhar-mam-$a-ma-pa-sya kath-ya-te |
ya-tha ta-tha tat-tvam-a-si-ti-vak-ye
vi-rud-dha-dhar-man-u-bha-yat-ra hi-tva | |

248 & 249: ‘This is that Devadatta - just as in this sentence, the identity expressed is arrived at by eliminating
contradictory portions, so too, it is in the statement, ‘That thou art’. Men of Wisdom should give up contradictory
elements on both sides and recognize the identity of Isvara and jiva, carefully noting that the essence of both is
Knowledge Absolute. In such hundreds of scriptures, wise declare the oneness and the identity of Brahman and the
jiva.
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sam-lak-sya cin-ma-tra-ta-ya sa-dat-ma-noh
a-khan-da-bha-vah pa-ri-ci-ya-te bu-dhaih |
e-vamm ma-ha-vak-ya-Sa-te-na kath-ya-te
brah-mat-ma-no-rai-kyam-a-khan-da-bha-vah | |

248 & 249: ‘This is that Devadatta - just as in this sentence, the identity expressed is arrived at by eliminating
contradictory portions, so too, it is in the statement, ‘That thou art’. Men of Wisdom should give up contradictory
elements on both sides and recognize the identity of Isvara and jiva, carefully noting that the essence of both is
Knowledge Absolute. In such hundreds of scriptures, wise declare the oneness and the identity of Brahman and the
jiva
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