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Section 43: Self Knowledge Gives Liberation
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Sri-gu-rur-uva-ca |
sam-yak-prs-tam tva-ya vid-van-sa-va-dha-ne-na tac-chr-nu |
pra-ma-ni-ki na bha-va-ti bhran-tya mo-hi-ta-kal-pa-na | |

194: The Guru replied, “O learned boy! You have put a proper question. Listen then carefully. Things
conjured up by imagination, which is itself a product of delusion can never be accepted as ‘facts’.”
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bhran-tim vi-na tva-san-gas-ya nis-kri-yas-ya ni-ra-kr-teh |
na gha-te-tar-tha-sam-ban-dho na-bha-so ni-la-ta-di-vat | |

195: For the Self which is unattached, without activity and formless, there can be no connection with the
world of objects other than delusion, just like the blueness seen in the sky.
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sva-sya dras-tur-nir-gu-nas-ya-kri-ya-sya
pra-tyag-bo-dha-nan-da-rii-pa-sya bud-dheh |

bhran-tya pra-pto ji-va-bha-vo na sa-tyo

mo-ha-pa-ye nas-tya-vas-tu-sva-bha-vat | |

196: The jivahood of the Atman which is the witness, which is beyond all qualities and activities, and which is
subjectively experienced as Bliss and Knowledge Absolute, is unreal and is but a delusion caused by the
intellect. Since by nature it (jivahood) is unreal, it ceases to exist once the delusion had been lifted.
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ya-vad-bhran-ti-sta-va-de-va-sya sa-tta
mi-thya-jfia-noj-jrm-bhi-tas-ya pra-ma-dat |
raj-jvam sar-po bhran-ti-ka-li-na eva
bhran-ter-na-Se nai-va sar-po’-pi tad-vat | |

197: Having been caused by an error of judgement and false understanding, the jivahood can exist only
as long as the delusion lasts. The rope is mistaken to be the snake only when there is an illusion. Once
the illusion is destroyed, there can be no snake, so too, in this case.
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an-adi-tvam-avi-dya-yah kar-yas-ya-pi ta-the-sya-te |
ut-pan-na-yam tu vi-dya-yam-avi-dya-ka-ma-na-dya-pi | |

198 & 199: So too, avidya and its effects are said to be beginningless. But when there is rise of vidya, then
avidya, even though it is beginningless, is destroyed, root and branch, just as dreams are destroyed on waking
up. The phenomenal universe is not eternal, it is evident, like the ‘former non-existence’ (prak-abhava).
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pra-bo-dhe sva-pna-vat-sar-vam sa-ha-mt-lam vi-nas-ya-ti |
a-na-dya-pi-dam no nit-yarm pra-ga-bha-va iva sphu-tam | |

198 & 199: So too, avidya and its effects are said to be beginningless. But when there is rise of vidya, then
avidya, even though it is beginningless, is destroyed, root and branch, just as dreams are destroyed on waking
up. The phenomenal universe is not eternal, it is evident, like the ‘former non-existence’ (prak-abhava).
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a-na-de-ra-pi vi-dhvam-sah pra-ga-bha-vas-ya vi-ksi-tah |
yad-bud-dhyu-pa-dhi-sam-ban-dhat-pa-ri-kal-pi-tam-at-ma-ni | |

200 & 201: Although it is beginningless, ‘former non-existence’ is found to have an end. So too, the jivahood which is
imagined to be in the Atman, through its apparent conditioning in the superimposed attributes like the intellect, is not real.

But the other, the Self, is intrinsically different from it (jivahood). The relation between the Atman and the intellect is due
to the ‘false knowledge’.
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ji-vat-vam na ta-to’-nya-stu sva-ri-pe-na vi-la-ksa-nah |
sam-ban-dhas-tvat-ma-no bud-dhya mi-thya-jiid-na-pu-rah-sa-rah | |

200 & 201: Although it is beginningless, ‘former non-existence’ is found to have an end. So too, the jivahood which is
imagined to be in the Atman, through its apparent conditioning in the superimposed attributes like the intellect, is not real.

But the other, the Self, is intrinsically different from it (jivahood). The relation between the Atman and the intellect is due
to the ‘false knowledge’.
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vi-ni-vrt-tir-bha-vet-tas-ya sam-yag-jia-ne-na nan-ya-tha |
brah-mat-mai-kat-va-vijfid-nam sam-yag-jfia-nam Sru-ter-ma-tam | |

202: The superimpositions will cease to function at the dawn of right knowledge and in no other way.
According to the scriptures, realization of the identity of the Atman and Brahman is right knowledge.
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tad-at-ma-nat-ma-noh sam-yag-vi-ve-ke-nai-va si-dhya-ti |
ta-to vi-ve-kah kar-tav-yah pra-tyag-at-ma-sa-dat-ma-noh | |

203: This realization comes only through right discrimination made between the Self and the not-Self.
That is why one must strive to discriminate between the individual Self within and the eternal Self
everywhere.
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ja-larmh pan-ka-va-dat-yan-tamh pan-ka-pa-ye jal-am sphu-tam |
ya-tha bha-ti ta-that-ma-pi do-sa-bha-ve sphu-ta-pra-bhah | |

204: Water which is extremely muddy appears as transparent water when the mud has been removed. So
too, the Atman manifests its clear lustre when the impurities have been removed.
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a-san-ni-vrt-tau tu sa-dat-ma-na sphu-tam
pra-ti-ti-re-ta-sya bha-vet-pra-ti-cah |
ta-to ni-ra-sah ka-ra-ni-ya eva -
sad-at-ma-nah sa-dhva-ha-ma-di-va-stu-nah | |

205: This very individual Self is clearly realized as the eternal Self when the unreal ceases to exist. So,
one must strive to completely remove the ego from the eternal Self.
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ato na-yam pa-ra-tma syad-vi-jfia-na-ma-ya-Sab-da-bhak |
vi-ka-ri-tvaj-ja-da-tvac-ca pa-ric-chin-na-tva-he-tu-tah |
dr$-yat-vad-vya-bhi-ca-rit-van-na-ni-tyo ni-tya is-ya-te | |

206: For the following reasons, the intellectual sheath which we have so far spoken of, cannot be the supreme
Self. It is subject to change, it is inert and insentient, it is limited, it is an object of the senses and it is not
constant. A mortal, perishable thing, indeed, cannot be said to be the immortal, imperishable Atman.
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